Paraganglioma of the vagus nerve masquerading as a carotid body tumor.
A case of paraganglioma of the vagus nerve in a 69-year-old woman presented as a pulsatile neck mass of 20 years duration. Angiogram showed it to be a vascular tumor and suggested the diagnosis of carotid body tumor. At operation, the tumor was found to involve the vagus nerve, which needed to be resected. The relevant literature regarding paragangliomas of the vagus nerve is discussed.